half of July was the lightest in worry or work of his whole official
life. Nevertheless Moltke was prepared for the possibility that the
enemy might get ahead of him in the deployment, and when the
war broke out, he said: " If the enemy crosses the Rhine before
July 25, we shall be unable to stop him and must try to force him
back later; if he waits until August i to do so, we shall fight him
on the left bank of the Rhine; and if by August 4 he has not in-
vaded us, it will be on that day that we shall cross the frontier."
It was the last of these alternatives which happened. On August 3
there were three Prussian armies concentrated between the Mo-
selle and the Rhine: the I Army under General von Steinmetz,
the II Army under Prince Friedrich Karl, the III Army under
the Crown Prince. Moltke's intention was, broadly, to take Paris
and force the enemy from the south of France up to the north.
He says emphatically, in his Geschichte des deutsch-franzosischen
Krieges: " It is a delusion to suppose that we can fix upon a plan
of campaign far ahead and carry it through to the end. The first
encounter with the enemy main forces creates a new situation ac-
cording to the way it falls out. Much that one may have intended
becomes impracticable, and many a thing becomes possible which
could not have been forecast. To take in the altered circumstances
and thereupon to arrange and carry out with decision that which
is expedient is all that the supreme command can do." This elas-
ticity secured for him the initiative throughout the war. On Au-
gust 2 the French occupied Saarbriicken in the presence of the
Emperor. This was reported to Paris as a brilliant victory: " Our
army," said the official report, "flooded,the Prussian territory."
It proved to be a mere gust of air, for they had had to deal with
only three companies. On August 4 the advanced guard of the
German III Army crossed the frontier punctually according to
Moltke's program and took Weissenburg; and on August 5 the
same army defeated MacMahon in the battle of Worth and forced
him to fall back on the fortified camp at Chalons. On August 6
portions of the I and II Armies attacked Bazaine and stormed
the strongly entrenched heights of Spicheren, which were consid-
ered well-nigh impregnable. Portions of the III Army, under Gen-
eral von Werder, bombarded Strassburg. Thereupon Bazaine de-
cided to march to Chalons also and join MacMahon. But his
retreat was cut off by the great battles of Vionville-Mars-la-
Tour on August 16 and Gravelotte-Saint-Privat on the i8th,
and his whole army forced into the fortress of Metz and there im-
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